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honour of the British Government, and with the dearest

interests of the Indian people, it is unnecessary for me to

point out. For myself, I can only say that, if the Govern-

ment is to be conducted on such principles, I am utterly

disqualified, by all my feelings and opinions, from bearing

any part in it, and cannot too soon resign my place to

some person better fitted to hold it."

It is fortunate for India that a man with the tastes,

and the training, of Macaulay came to her shores as one

vested with authority, and that he came at the moment
when he did ; for that moment was the , very turning-

point of herintellectual progress. All Educational action

had been at a stand for some time back, on account of an

irreconcilable difference of opinion in the Committee of

Public Instruction ;
which was divided, five against five,

on either side of a controversy, vital, inevitable, admit-

ting of neither postponement nor compromise, and con-

ducted by both parties with a pertinacity and a warmth

that wTas nothing but honourable to those concerned.

Half of the members were for maintaining and extending
the old scheme of encouraging Oriental learning by

stipends paid to students in Sanscrit, Persian, and Arabic ;

and by liberal grants for the publication of works in

those languages. The other half were in favour of teach-

ing the elements of knowledge in the vernacular tongues,
and the higher branches in English. On his arrival,

Macaulay was appointed President of the Committee ;
but

he declined to take any active part in its proceedings
until the Government had finally pronounced on the

question at issue. Late in January 1835 the advocates

of the two systems, than whom ten abler men could not

be found in the Service, laid their opinions before the

Supreme Council; and, on the 2nd of February, Mac-

aulay, as a Member of that Council, produced a Minute

in which he adopted and defended the views of the

English section in the Committee.
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" How stands the case ? We have to educate a people who
cannot at present be educated by means of their mother-tongue.
We must teach them some foreign language. The claims of our
own language it is hardly necessary to recapitulate. It stands

pre-eminent even among the languages of the West. It abounds
with works of imagination not inferior to the noblest which
Greece has bequeathed to us

; with models of every species of elo-

quence ; with historical compositions, which, considered merely
as narratives, have seldom been surpassed, and which, considered

as vehicles of ethical and political instruction, have never been

equalled ; with just and lively representations of human life and
human nature

;
with the most profound speculations on meta-

physics, morals, government, jurisprudence, and trade; with full

and correct information respecting every experimental science

which tends to preserve the health, to increase the comfort, or

to expand the intellect of man. Whoever knows that language
has ready access to all the vast intellectual wealth which all the

wisest nations of the earth have created, and hoarded, in the

course of ninety generations. It may safely be said, that the

literature now extant in that language is of far greater value

than all the literature which three hundred years ago was extant

in all the languages of the world together. Nor is this all. In

India, English is the language spoken by the ruling class. It

is spoken by the higher class of natives at the seats of Govern-

ment. It is likely to become the language of commerce

throughout the seas of the East. It is the language of two

great European communities which are rising, the one in the

south of Africa, the other in Australasia ; communities which

are every year becoming more important, and more closely con-

nected with our Indian Empire. Whether we look at the in-

trinsic value of our literature, or at the particular situation of

this country, we shall see the strongest reason to think that, of

all foreign tongues, the English tongue is that which would be

the most useful to our native subjects.
" The question now before us is simply whether, when it is

in our power to teach this language, we shall teach languages

in which, by universal confession, there are no books on any

subject which deserve to be compared to our own ; whether,

when we can teach European science, we shall teach systems

VOL. I. D D



4O2 LIFE AND LETTERS OF en. TI.

which, by universal confession, whenever they differ from those

of Europe, differ for the worse ; and whether, when we can

patronise sound philosophy and true history, we shall counte-

nance, at the public expense, medical doctrines, which would

disgrace an English farrier, astronomy, which would move

laughter in the girls at an English boarding-school, history,

abounding with kings thirty feet high, and reigns thirty thou-

sand years long, and geography, made up of seas of treacle

and seas of butter.

"We are not without experience to guide us. History
furnishes several analogous cases, and they all teach the same

lesson. There are in modern times, to go no further, two

memorable instances of a great impulse given to the mind of a

whole society, of prejudice overthrown, of knowledge diffused,

of taste purified, of arts and sciences planted in countries

which had recently been ignorant and barbarous.
" The first instance to which I refer, is the great revival of

letters among the western nations at the close of the fifteenth,

and the beginning of the sixteenth, century. At that time

almost everything that was worth reading was contained in the

writings of the ancient Greeks and Eornans. Had our ancestors

acted as the Committee of Public Instruction has hitherto acted;

had they neglected the language of Cicero and Tacitus ;
had

they confined their attention to the old dialects of our own

island; had they printed nothing and taught nothing at the

universities but chronicles in Anglo-Saxon, and romances in

Norman French, would England have been what she now is ?

What the Greek and Latin were to the contemporaries of More

and Ascham, our tongue is to the people of India. The litera-

ture of England is now more valuable than that of classical

antiquity. I doubt whether the Sanscrit literature be as valu-

able as that of our Saxon and Norman progenitors. In some

departments, in history, for example, I am certain that it is

much less so.

" Another instance may be said to be still before our eyes.

Within the last hundred and twenty years, a nation which had

previously been in a state as barbarous as that in which our

ancestors were before the Crusades, has gradually emerged from

the ignorance in which it was sunk, and has taken its place
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among civilised communities. I speak of Russia. There is now
in that country a large educated class, abounding with persons
tit to serve the state in the highest functions, and in no wise
inferior to the most accomplished men who adorn the best circles

of Paris and London. There is reason to hope that this vast

Empire, which in the time of our grandfathers was probably
behind the Punjab, may, in the time of our grandchildren, be

pressing close on P'rance and Britain in the career of improve-
ment. And how was this change effected ? Not by flattering
national prejudices : not by feeding the mind of the young
Muscovite with the old woman's stories which his nude fathers

had believed : not by filling his head with lying legends about

St. Nicholas: not by encouraging him to study the great

question, whether the world was or was not created on the I3th
of September : not by calling him ' a learned native,' when he

has mastered all these points of knowledge : but by teaching him
those foreign languages in which the greatest mass of information

had been laid up, and thus putting all that information within

his reach. The languages of western Europe civilised Russia.

I cannot doubt that they will do for the Hindoo what they have

done for the Tartar."

This Minute, which in its original shape is long enough
for an article in a quarterly review, and as businesslike

as a report of a Royal Commission,, set the question at

rest at once and for ever. On the- jth of March 1835
Lord William Bentinck decided that " the great object

of the British Government ought to be the promotion
of European literature and science among the natives of

India ;

"
two of the Orientalists retired from the Com-

mittee of Public Instruction, ;
several new members, both

English and native, were appointed ; andMacaulay entered

upon the functions of President with an energy and

assiduity which in his case was an infallible proof that his

work w^as to his mind.

The post was no sinecure. It was an arduous task to

plan, found, and construct, in all its grades, the education

of such a country as India. The means at Macaulay's
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